
After a frigid winter, with almost 

weekly snow storms, we at Scientific 

Insect Control are anxiously 

anticipating spring flowers and 

sunshine. However, with spring, 

come BUGS! Before we enter into 

the busy season, Scientific Insect 

Control Founder, CEO and Biologist, 

Ron Lingenfelder, has taken the time 

to predict how this winter has 

affected insect populations in the 

near future. 

Mosquitoes: Winter temperatures rarely 

affect mosquito populations. The cold we 

experienced during the winter will not 

reduce mosquito masses. We anticipate a 

higher than normal number of mosquitoes 

this year due to the high volume and slow 

rate of melting of snow. This slow snow melt 

provides the mosquitoes excellent breeding 

sites. This pooling water increases the 

opportunity for mosquitoes to deposit eggs 

with less competition for food among the 

mosquito larvae. Therefore, more 

mosquitoes will reach the adult stage. 

Mosquito populations will breed fervently; 

and breeding mosquitoes require a blood 

meal, thus more mosquito bites. All these 

biting mosquitoes will reduce your 

enjoyment of outdoor spaces and increase 

the spread of mosquito borne diseases such 

as West Nile Virus. One should consider a 

holistic, environmentally friendly, mosquito 

control program in order to avoid the spread 

of disease and to increase enjoyment of 

outdoor spaces; adding value to your 

community and providing the opportunity to 

market your green values.  

Mold, fungus and rot: Heavy snow, 
thawing and refreezing, and extremely 
cold temperatures have damaged 
structures this winter. The weight of the 
snow has put stress on roofs and gutters, 
increasing the gaps between different 
elements of construction, likewise the 
thawing and re-freezing has done the 
same kind of damage. The very cold 
temperatures have caused paint to 
become brittle and crack. All this damage 
has allowed moisture to penetrate, which 
provides a matrix on which mold, fungus 
and rot can take root. The effect of the 
resulting damage will not be noticed until 
next year but preventative action needs to 
be taken now. If minor repairs, painting, 
and caulking are done now you could 
avoid expensive roof, gutter, and deck 
repairs next year. Additionally, the 
presence of mold, fungus and rot are 
conditions conducive to many species of 
insects including termites, ants, and 
silverfish.  

WHAT THE WINTER  HATH WRAUGHT 



Stink Bugs: Word on 

the street is that the polar 

vortex has reduced the 

stink bug population. 

This rumor is only a half 

truth. The reason for this 

is that stink bugs, like all 

true bugs, try to  

over-winter as adults. 

The stink bugs that have taken refuge under 

ground cover and other such hiding places 

have likely not survived the winter. This is 

excellent news for agriculture, fewer stink bugs 

means less damage to crops. Conversely, not 

all stink bugs use ground cover as winter 

refuge; many have been hiding in and around 

structures. The warmth that radiates from 

structures means that surrounding air 

temperatures never got low enough to be lethal 

to stink Bugs. Therefore, populations of stink 

bugs around structures will be about the same 

as last year. It is very likely that by the end of 

the summer stink bug populations will fully 

recover from the winter weather. 

Occasional Invaders: There are many bugs we usually do not mind, happily living 
outside. From time to time outside conditions become hostile to these bugs and they seek 
relief by entering structures. These insects include spiders, ladybugs, stink bugs, millipedes, 
pill bugs, various beetles etc. most of the time the variable that will cause them to enter 
structures is moisture. There is often a narrow range of moisture that is ideal for outdoor 
insects, if the moisture levels are too high or too low they seek refuge indoors, where 
moisture levels are artificially controlled. This spring moisture levels will be unfavorably high 
for these insects and thus we anticipate many occasional invaders. 

Termites: The winter has provided very  

favorable conditions for termites. We are 

likely to see an increase in termite activity 

and damage. With that in mind we cannot 

more strongly recommend a 

comprehensive termite inspection 

conducted by a well trained professional. 

The ideal winter for termites is warm and 

wet. Extremely cold weather as not 

sustained long enough period of time to 

create a permafrost layer in the soil. Had 

this occurred, many termite colonies would 

have been destroyed, but because we did 

not see this permafrost layer, it is likely 

most colonies survived the polar vortex. 

The winter was very wet and the snow 

melt was slow and gentle creating perfect 

habitat; moist soil with a large amount of 

damaged or fallen trees providing 

additional food sources. Termites will 

flourish this year! It is only through early 

detection that considerable structural 

damage can be avoided, so act early this 

year. 


